
Application for Formal Grading - 2013 Competition Season

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
· The online grading section – in your member’s area, must be completed ON OR BEFORE 1st DECEMBER 2012.
· Applications from now on will only be online. 
· When you have paid your membership, you will have your very own members area, accessed only by you, where you post piobaireachd and light music results. When you hit the “submit for grading” button, the information you have already entered cannot be altered, and goes on to be viewed by the Grading Committee. You can carry on entering more results, in 2013 for example, and that information continues to be stored online by the website, for use by you in subsequent years.
· Please email any recordings to the cpa secretary at cpa_sec@yahoo.co.uk
· Membership fees must be paid at the same time as your application is submitted. Those who do not submit payment will not receive a grading – as only by paying, will you get a members area which the Grading Committee will view. Membership fees are £20 for Professional Graded Members and Support Members (non graded). Junior Members will not be graded and are levied £10.

· Payment method is now Paypal only. If you have an established Standing Order, please cancel this. Chasing old standing orders is one of our major tasks and as the membership fee has changed, I suggest you simply stop that payment. If you have paid in recent months, email me to see if we can resolve the issue.
· You are welcome to supply a recent recording of your own playing, either at home or in competition to support your application. This may be in the format of an MP3 file. It should feature you playing one piobaireachd and one MSR set. 
· The names of your teachers are required in order for you to receive your grading and this info should be added to your members area. For this purpose, the definition of ‘teacher’ is anyone from whom a piper has received formal instruction in the preceding 12 months. This information will be provided to the major competition organisers, judges and fellow CPA members in the interests of transparency and minimising any conflicts of interest.

· The timing of the grading application process allows you to include all prizes won during 2012 right up until the London competition. You may also wish to include any major prizes won during the 2010 and 2011 competitive seasons. 
· For a comprehensive explanation of the grading process and its relationship to Medal entry, refer to the Grading Timeline 2013 and Grading Process FAQs on our website
